The impact of driving time on pediatric TBI follow-up visit attendance.
Objective: Examine the effect of driving time on follow-up visit attendance for children hospitalized with a traumatic brain injury (TBI). We hypothesized that families who lived further from the hospital would show poorer follow-up attendance.Participants: 368 children admitted to the hospital with TBI.Design & Outcome Measures: Using a retrospective chart review, we calculated driving time from patients' homes. The primary outcome was attendance at the first appointment post-discharge. We used logistic regression to examine the effect of driving time on attendance, including an analysis of the effects of injury and sociodemographic covariates on the model.Results: Majority of children attended their first appointment. Patients living 30-60 min from the hospital were most likely to attend, and those living 15 min away were least likely to attend. After adjusting for patient characteristics, families with driving time of 30-60 min had significantly higher odds of returning for follow-up than those with driving time <15 min, though the significance of this relationship disappeared after specific socioeconomic (SES) factors were included.Conclusions: Distance plays a significant role on follow-up attendance for pediatric patients with TBI. However, neighborhood SES may be an additional factor that influences the significance of the distance effect.Abbreviations: TBI: Traumatic brain injury; SES: socioeconomic status; ISS: Injury severity scale; AIS: Abbreviated injury scale.